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RESEARCH PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 
Background 

 Increased access to technology and the proliferation of social networking sites—

among them, YouTube, Twitter, Facebook, Snapchat, and Instagram—have radically 

transformed social interactions, particularly for low-income teenagers and emerging 

adults living in violent urban neighborhoods.  These individuals now have a social, and 

sometimes very public, space to cope with traumatic events; communicate thoughts and 

feelings; share information; and curate their identity.  Violence is a daily reality for many 

women, but is particularly common among disadvantaged groups. 

Hypothesis 

 We hypothesize that social media posts depicting violent and degrading images of 

women will be common among Chicago residents.  By comparing four different 

neighborhoods, with differing socioeconomic and racial demographics, we can learn 

more about the acceptability of these images in difference communities, and determine 

the effects and potentially the influences of these images. 

 

Methods 

 Geofeedia software was used to collect three months of social media posts from 

four Chicago neighborhoods from 7/1/15-9/30/15.  Media sources included Facebook, 

Twitter, Vimeo, Instagram, Snapchat, and many others.  All public posts were included 

and have been stored in an Excel file. 

mailto:marie.crandall@jax.ufl.edu


 

Role of medical student 

 Students will analyze and abstract data using coded data dictionaries; sources 

include Urban Dictionary and others.  Working in a group that includes a PhD social 

worker, a social media expert, and a surgeon with an extensive history of research in the 

area of interpersonal violence, the students will find, catalogue, and analyze pertinent 

images and postings.  Students will also help with any research presentations and 

publications that may emerge from this work.  

 

Funding 

 No additional funding is available for this project. 
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