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Research Project Description  

  

The aim of this current study is to enhance completion rates of advance directives by taking into consideration 
a patient’s health literacy level. Specifically we plan to assess the impact of an ambulatory intervention on the 
completion rate of advance directives for patients with adequate and limited health literacy. Our hypothesis is 
that both groups (adequate and limited health literacy) will benefit from the intervention, but patients with 
limited health literacy will show a greater improvement in the advance directives completion rate. The study 
has IRB approval and been underway since March 2016 and will continue for at least 6 more months. 
 
The role of the medical student research assistant is to enroll patients identified by clinic staff as of limited 
literacy, over the age of 50 and without a current advance directive in the EPIC electronic medical record. The 
RA will then randomize subjects to an intervention which is an brief educational session about advance 
directives, or to a control group. The student will also research patients in EPIC to see if an advance directive 
has been completed. 
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