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BRIEF OVERVIEW: The study will aim to identify the risk factors for early readmission 
(within 30 days) after inpatient colorectal surgery. Readmission within the first 30 days 
after surgery is a significant problem in colorectal surgery due to a high rate of wound 
infections and ostomy related complications. This is also a metric that affects the quality of 
patient care, patient satisfaction and reimbursement. We aim to identify factors that could 
prevent such a readmission and in turn improve patient quality, patient satisfaction and 
better use of our limited financial resources.  

HYPOTHESIS: We can reliably determine risk factors that would predict a high 
readmission rate after elective colorectal surgery. 

METHODS: All patients who have undergone colorectal surgery in the last 5 years and 
needed a readmission within the first 30 days will be included in the study. Thorough 
assessment of their hospital course after the first surgery will be done to identify risk 
factors that could be used to predict their readmission and in turn be used to identify these 
patients early and pre-empt the readmission.  

ROLE OF MEDICAL STUDENT: The Medical student will help obtain the data from 
patient’s charts in a retrospective manner and will also work in conjunction with the faculty 
to analyze the data and write a manuscript. Of note, most data may already be available in 
the departmental database. 
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